Home care for elderly persons: linkages between formal and informal caregivers.
Prior research has generally focused on characteristics of elderly persons that predict contact with community services or the volume of services used. In contrast, this study investigates how personal care and home health services are used in relation to assistance from primary kin caregivers. A typology was developed based on task sharing or segregation between kin caregivers and service providers, and four types of informal-formal linkages around these tasks were identified: kin independence, formal service specialization, dual specialization, and supplementation. Findings regarding predictors of the types showed that caregiver and care recipient need variables were most significant in differentiating among them, although caregiver gender also had some discriminatory power.